What Does a Christian Look Like? August 14" 2011

1 Peter 1:1-2

! Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and
Bithynia, who are chosen * according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying
work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be
yours in the fullest measure.

1. Peter describes what a Christian looks like:
a. A Christian is an alien. (v.1)
i. Christians are in the world but not of the World.
1. John 17:15-17
ii. While we live in the World we should not conform to the World.
1. Romans 12:1-2
b. A Christian is chosen by God. (v.1-2)
i. A Christian is born by the will of God.
1. John 1:12-13
il. God has given the saved to Christ.
1. John 17:6
iii.  Christians were chosen by the foreknowledge of God.
1. Romans 8:28-30
c. A Christian is chosen by the process of Sanctification. (v.2)
i. Doctrine of Sanctification:
1. Sanctification is both being set apart by God (Positional) and an
ever increasing reliance and faith on him (Practical)
a. Positional
i.  When a person gets saved, God changes his
Position in relation to God.
ii. Jude1:1
1. The word “kept” in the Greek is “hagiazo”
which means sanctified.

b. Practical
1. Practical Sanctification involves God’s Spirit and
our Will.
1. Hebrews 12:14
2. Romans 8:12-14
2. You can’t live Practical Sanctification if you haven’t received
Positional Sanctification.
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d. God chooses Christians for two purposes:
i. To obey Jesus Christ. (v.2)
1. The obedience of Christ is the same as the love of Christ.
a. John 14:15
ii. To be sprinkled by Christ’s blood. (v.2)
1. John 1:14-18
e. A Christian may have grace and peace in full measure. (v.2)
1. We have access to God’s grace.
1. Hebrews 4:14-16
il. We have access to God’s peace.
1. Luke 2:14
2. John 14:27
3. Philippians 4:4-7
2. Conclusions:
a. A Christian is a person regenerated by the plan and grace of God.
b. A Christian lives in the world but is not conformed to the world.
c. A Christian has been set apart by God and will in obedience apply their will to the
everyday process of Sanctification.
d. The regenerative power of God in our hearts has opened up the vast riches of His
grace and peace for us.
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