The First Temptation of Jesus June 5" 2011

Luke 4:1-4

! Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led around by the Spirit
in the wilderness > for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing during
those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry. * And the devil said to Him, “If
You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” * And Jesus answered him, “It

is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE.””

1. The temptations of Jesus were real temptations.
a. Jesus suffered and was tempted just as we are.
1. Hebrews 4:14-16
2. The tempter of Jesus was a real tempter.
a. This is one of the few conversations between God and Satan recorded in Scripture
b. From Satan’s perspective this presents a unique opportunity.
i. For the first time God is vulnerable to his direct influence.
3. The First Temptation
a. Jesus was led into temptation by God. (verse 1)
i. God does not tempt us but he does lead us into places and times of
temptation.
1. James 1:13-14
2. Mathew 6:9-12
b. Jesus fasted for forty days and was tempted by the devil.
i. Luke clearly writes that Satan was tempting Jesus for the full 40 days.
ii. Luke also records three unique temptations that happened after the fast

was over.
c. The first temptation of Jesus is a parallel of the first temptation of mankind.
i. “If you are the Son of God...”
1. Who said Jesus was the Son of God? God the Father did.
a. Luke 3:22
2. So we have Satan questioning the Word of God the Father. Sound
familiar?
ii. Compare “If you are the Son of God” of Luke 4 to the “Did God really
say...” of Genesis 3
1. Genesis 3:1-6
2. Satan tempted Eve to become like God (Gen 3:5) by eating fruit.
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3. Satan tempted Jesus to usurp the authority of God by making
bread.
a. Jesus as the Son has a position of humility in comparison to
the Father.
i. Philippians 2:6-7
4. By refusing Satan Jesus, the second Adam succeeds where the first
Adam failed!
a. Romans 5:18-19
d. The first temptation of Jesus is a parallel of the testing of the Jews.
1. Satan tempts Jesus to turn stones into bread while in the wilderness for 40
days.
ii. Jesus replies by quoting from Moses’ last sermon.
1. Deuteronomy 8:1-5
iii. Similarities between Jesus’ temptation and the wandering of the Jews in

the wilderness
1. Both were led there by God the Father.
2. Both were designed as a time of humbling and testing.
3. Both involved times of great hunger
4. Both involved God’s miraculous provision.
iv. The lesson the Jews failed to learn:
1. God warned the Jews not to rely on themselves.
a. Deuteronomy 8:15-17
2. Jesus learned the lesson they failed to learn.
a. “Man shall not live on bread alone.”

4. Conclusions:

a. Jesus, both God and Man was led by the Spirit into temptation.

b. Satan, the adversary of God and Man, used all of his guile to tempt Jesus to usurp
the authority of God the Father.

c. Though Jesus underwent a very real temptation, he did not succumb.

d. Jesus’ temptation parallels the Fall of Man and the testing of the Jews.

e. Where the First Adam failed the Second Adam succeeded. Where the Children of
Israel failed, the Son of God succeeded.

f. Because of his temptations we have a high priest who can understand our pitiful
weakness and have mercy on us.

INVITATION NOW!!

NOW IT IS TIME FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER
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2. Jesus learned the lesson they failed to learn.
a. “Man shall not live on bread alone.”
4. Conclusions:

a. Jesus, both and was led by the Spirit into temptation.

b. , the adversary of God and Man, used all of his guile to tempt Jesus
to usurp the authority of God the Father.

c. Though Jesus underwent a very temptation, he did not succumb.

d. Jesus’ temptation the Fall of Man and the testing of the Jews.

e. Where the First Adam failed the Second Adam .Where the Children
of Israel failed, the .succeeded.

f. Because of his temptations we have a who can

understand our pitiful weakness and have mercy on us.



